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BOOKS BRIEFLY NOTED 


E. Boyd, Popular Arts of Spanish New Mexico, 
Museum of New Mexico Press, Santa Fe, 1974. 
518 pages, 231 black and white illustrations. 40 
color plates. 

This large and handsome volume, well writ- 
ten, authoritative and beautifully illustrated, is the 
culmination of many years of research and publica- 
tion. To some comparatively familiar aspects of 
this once remote and isolated culture this book 
adds many little known aspects and details from a 
wide range of sources. In addition to the publica- 
tions listed, the 17 pages of bibliography include 
references to archives of both the State and the 
Archdiocese and local records of wills, inventories, 
trade records, baptismal, burial and marriage 
books, and even tape-recorded memoirs. 

The author’s broad knowledge of the subject 
was probably unique. She studied the practical and 
artistic output of the people and as far as possible 
the families and individuals responsible through 
the years. The contents of the book include “Ar- 
chitecture,”’ domestic and religious; ‘‘Graphics’’; 
“Paintings on Hides”; ‘Panels in Gesso Relief’; 
‘Textiles’ (including dyestuffs, bayeta, jerga, the 
Rio Grande blanket, the colcha, mantas); ‘‘Wood- 
working”; ‘‘Metals,’’ uses and reuses; the minor 
crafts of paper and straw; ‘The Santero”; **Peni- 
tentes,”” the Morada and its contents; and much, 
much more. Within the relevant chapters are ap- 
pendices with genealogies, inventories, names of 
craftsmen, discussions of both the Spanish and 
English terms and their sources. There is no list- 
ing of illustrations but it is stated in the caption to 
Fig. 11 that objects and photographs not other- 
wise credited are from the collection of the Muse- 
um of New Mexico. 

—IRENE EMERY 


Peter Collingwood, The Techniques of Sprang: 
Plaiting on Stretched Threads, Faber and Faber, 
London and Watson-Guptill, New York, 1974. 
292 pages, 160 figures, 69 black and white plates. 
$25.00. 

A very full, systematic and detailed account 
of the methods, old and new, of producing fabrics 
with one set of elements on a frame. Structures in- 
cluded are interlinking, oblique interlacing, and 
double oblique twining (twining on both diagonals). 
The book also includes a brief historical section 
which consists chiefly of lists of documents, both 
archaeological and_ historic examples, and repre- 
sentations of the method. There is also a compre- 
hensive annotated bibliography. The numerous il- 
lustrations include constructions in large yarns 
made to show different effects possible in the tech- 
nique, archaeological and ethnographic examples, 
and modern creative interpretations. 

Gift of the author to the Textile Museum 
Library. 


Richard Conn, Robes of White Shell and Sunrise: 
Personal Decorative Arts of the Native American, 
Denver Art Museum, Nov. 9, 1974-Jan. 19, 1975. 
150 pages, 295 catalogue entries, 10 color plates, 
92 black and white plates. $7.50. 

An exhibition catalogue, with the majority of 
the entries from the Denver Art Museum’s collec- 
tion (an outstanding one: half of this Museum’s 
holdings are in American Indian art), but includ- 
ing some loans from other museums and private 
collections. The entries are organized by the type 
of garment rather than by geographic area. The 
chapter headings are: Body Decoration (body 
painting, skull deformation, etc.), North American 
Clothing Traditions, including Wrapped and 
Folded Clothing, Binary Clothing (two similar 
pieces sewn together to form the front and back of 
the garment), and Fitted Clothing (including cut- 
ting diagrams for some of the garments), The 
Crowning Touch (hair styles and headgear) and 
European Influence. The text is brief and without 
notes. 


Mildred Constantine and Jack Lenor Larsen, 
Beyond Craft: The Art Fabric, Van Nostrand 
Reinhold Co., New York, 1973. 294 pages. $35.00. 

This lavishly produced volume provides the 
most comprehensive examination to date of non- 
utilitarian works of art (wall hangings and sculp- 
ture) being produced in the fabric medium. An in- 
troductory chapter traces the historical sources and 
development of this currently vital art form. The 
core of the book consists of chapters on 28 artists 
from the U.S. and Europe who have made particu- 
larly important contributions. The longest chap- 
ters are devoted to Magdalena Abakanowicz, 
Sheila Hicks, Ed Rossbach and Lenore Tawney. 
Numerous large size illustrations in color and 
black and white supplement the text. 


Philip Denwood, The Tibetan Carpet, Aris and 
Phillips, Warminster, England, 1974. 101 pages, 
83 black and while illustrations, 24 color plates. 

The research for this book was done in 
northern India in 1972-3. Some photographs from 
the India Office Library which date earlier in the 
cemury are also used. The book discusses the car- 
pets as they are used by those who make them, and 
describes the methods of manufacture in detail. 
This analysis suggests that the technique of carpet 
making derives from the Iranian tradition at an 
early date, while the designs now used are of more 
recent, Chinese origin. 

Gift of Arthur D. Jenkins to the Textile Mu- 
seum Library. 
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John Irwin and Margaret Hall, Indian Em- 
broideries, vol. I], Historic Textiles of India at the 
Calico Museum, Ahmedabad, 1973. 222 pages 
text, 289 catalogue entries, 100 black and white 
plates, 12 color plates. 

This is the second volume of the projected 
series on the textiles in the Calico Museum, one 
of the most important collections of Indian textiles 
in the world. Following chapters on court, trade, 
temple and gold embroideries are six chapters on 
the various regional styles. All are represented by 
outstanding examples. Most of the examples of 
regional styles date to the late 19th and early 
20th century. Introductory sections giving perti- 
nent background information are followed by com- 
plete descriptions of each piece. This volume is the 
most comprehensive and detailed work on the sub- 
ject available and a very important addition to the 
literature on Indian textiles. 

Gift of Arthur D. Jenkins to the Textile Mu- 
seum Library. 


Simon Kooijman, Tapa in Polynesia, Bernice P. 
Bishop Museum Bulletin 234, Honolulu, 1972. 
498 pages, 449 illustrations, 7 tables. $20.00. 

This exhaustive monograph considers bark 
cloth production in seventeen islands and island 
groups in Polynesia, allotting a separate chapter 
to each, covering sources of bark, the manufactur- 
ing process, designs, and the uses of the finished 
product insofar as information is available. The 
final chapters compare different aspects of the 
subject within Polynesia and between Polynesia 
and Indonesia. The author has not only relied 
upon earlier accounts of tapa production (there is 
an extensive bibliography and frequent text refer- 
ences) but also on museum collections of tapa and 
tapa-making tools in Europe, the U.S. and the 
Pacific area. 


Susan L. MacMillan, Greek Islands Embroider- 
tes, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 1973. Un- 
paginated, 42 black and white plates, 8 color 
plates. 

Prepared to coincide with the exhibition **Em- 
broideries of the Greek Islands” held at the Boston 
Museum December 18, 1973 - March 17, 1974, 
this book puts on record the Museum’s collection 
of Greek Islands embroideries, one of the most ex- 
tensive in this country. An introductory essay pro- 
vides historical background and sets the em- 
broideries in their original context insofar as is 
now possible. This is followed by a good selection 
of photographs and a checklist of all 154 pieces in 
the collection. The checklist includes information 
on the type of object, provenience, dimensions and 
donor but none on materials or technique. 

Gift of the Textile Department, Museum of 
Fine Arts, Boston to the Textile Museum Library. 
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Mildred B. Lanier, English and Oriental Carpets 
at Williamsburg, Colonial Williamsburg Founda- 
tion, Williamsburg, Va., 1975. 132 pages, 7 text 
figures, 49 catalogue entries. $17.50. 

This lavishly produced catalogue describes 49 
carpets from the Colonial Williamsburg collection, 
most of which have not been published before. 
Each carpet is fully described and documented, and 
illustrated with a full page color plate. The English 
carpets include five needlework carpets and two 
knotted carpets, while the orientals include chiefly 
Turkish and Caucasian examples. 

Gift of the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 
to the Textile Museum Library. 


Barbara and Edwin McKee and Joyce Herold, 
Havasupai Baskets and their Makers: 1930-1940, 
Northland Press, Flagstaff, Ariz., 1975. 142 pages, 
50 figures, 184 baskets. $8.50. 

This book is based on a collection of 184 
Havasupai baskets made in the 1930’s by Barbara 
and Edwin McKee while McKee was Park Natu- 
ralist at Grand Canyon National Park and Hava- 
supai basket making was at its peak in both quali- 
ty and quantity. There are examples of the tradi- 
uonal utilitarian twined baskets, though the bulk 
of the collection consists of coiled baskets made for 
sale. Included is a chapter on the history of Hava- 
supai basket making from the 1880’s to the pres- 
ent, based on documented examples and ethno- 
graphic studies, as well as chapters on process and 
designs. The catalogue proper is organized accord- 
ing to the 32 makers of baskets who were docu- 
mented at the time the collection was made and 
followed up in recent years for the preparation of 
this publication. Each basket is illustrated. 


Sarah Buie Pauly and Rebecca Wells Corrie, 
The Kashmir Shawl, Yale University Art Gallery, 
February 12 - April 6, 1975, New Haven. 52 pages 
text, 23 text figures, 29 catalogue entries. 

Yale’s outstanding collection of Near and Far 
Eastern textiles has not been studied or exhibited 
in recent years, and it is therefore a pleasure to re- 
port the present catalogue. For this exhibition the 
shawls in the Yale collection were supplemented 
by ten loans from the Victoria and Albert Museum 
and the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Of the 29 
entries, 21 are Kashmir, and the remainder are 
European. Each is described and illustrated by a 
full page black and white photograph. Introducto- 
ry essays discuss ‘““The Shawl: Its Context and 
Construction,” and ‘““The Paisley,” i.e. the designs 
used in the shawls. 

Gift of the Yale University Art Gallery to the 
Textile Museum Library. 
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Pauline Montgomery, /ndiana Coverlet Weavers 
and their Coverlets, Hoosier Heritage Press, 
Indianapolis, 1974. 138 pages, 104 unnumbered 
black and white illustrations, 16 color plates. 

This book takes the form of a catalogue of 
professional weavers of Jacquard coverlets working 
in the mid-nineteenth century in Indiana. Infor- 
mation has been gleaned from legal and family rec- 
ords for each weaver and many can also be docu- 
mented by the survival of actual coverlets. Many of 
the illustrated examples are from the Montgomery 
collection of Indiana coverlets now in the Indianap- 
olis Children’s Museum. 

Gift of Mrs. Warman Welliver to the Textile 
Museum Library. 


Masterpieces of Tapestry, from the Fourteenth to 
the Sixteenth Century, introduction by Francis 
Salet, catalogue by Geneviéve Souchal, The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, 1974. 
222 pages, 97 catalogue entries, 20 color plates. 

This catalogue was prepared by the curatorial 
staff of the Cluny Museum in Paris to accompany 
the enormously popular exhibition of European 
tapestry held first at the Grand Palais in Paris and 
subsequently at the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art. The core of the exhibition was drawn from the 
collections of the Cluny and Metropolitan Muse- 
ums, but outstanding examples from many other 
collections in Europe and the U.S. were also in- 
cluded. The catalogue entries are in two sections, 
an introductory one which explains the subject 
matter and gives some background, and a longer 
one in smaller print which explores documentary 
matters in more detail. Each piece is illustrated in 
a full view, and many with a detail as well. 

Gift of Lilo Markrich to the Textile Museum 
Library. 


Florence H. Pettit, America’s Indigo Blues: Re- 
sist-printed and Dyed Textiles of the Eighteenth 
Century, Hastings House, New York, 1974. 251 
pages, 118 black and white plates, 8 color plates. 
$18.50. 

The blue resist printed cottons which are the 
subject of this study are unfortunately without any 
documentation as to source or method of manufac- 
ture. Their beauty retains its fascination, however, 
and this book is a compilation of such information 
as is available. Included is a listing of 65 known 
patterns from fabrics in numerous American muse- 
ums, as well as chapters on the history and culture 
of indigo and its use as a dye, eighteenth and 
nineteenth century cotton printing techniques, and 
colonial calico printers. The author is a graphics 
and fabric designer and a sculptor in cast metals, 
and has made a particular attempt to elucidate 
possible printing processes. 

Gift of the author to the Textile Museum 
Library. 


Seiroku Noma, Japanese Costume and Textile 
Arts, The Heibonsha Survey of Japanese Art, vol. 
16, Weatherhill, New York, 1974. 168 pages, 191 
illustrations. $12.50. 

The focus of this volume is on the most artisti- 
cally outstanding article of Japanese costume, the 
kimono, particularly the kosode and Noh costume. 
The historical background and development of 
these costumes is presented together with general 
discussions of design and technique. The illustra- 
tions, of garments in Japanese collections, include 
many beautiful color plates. 


Ed Rossbach, Baskets as Textile Art, Van Nos- 
trand Reinhold Co., New York, 1973. 199 pages 
227 black and white illustrations, 18 color illustra- 
tions. $14.95. 

The author, an artist who has himself made 
baskets, describes this book as “a personal inter- 
pretation, concerned with the aesthetic quality of 
baskets as it relates to process and material and 
human impulses.”’ The qualities of temporary ver- 
sus permanent baskets are considered, as are those 
of utilitarian versus patterned and ceremonial 
baskets. The various techniques of producing 
baskets are described in relation to the materials 
used, and to the artistic possibilities and limitations 
in both shape and decoration. Excellent black and 
white photographs of baskets from all over the 
world reinforce the substance of the text. 


The Silk Road: Fabrics from the Han to the T'ang 
Dynasty, edited by the Museum of the Sinkiang- 
Uighur Autonomous Region and the Group in 
Charge of the Exhibition of Cultural Relics, Pe- 
king, 1973. Text in Chinese, 66 color plates. $20.00. 

The plates in this book are a valuable record 
of recent textile finds in China. Both relatively 
simple wool fragments and more elaborate silks are 
included. 


Garrett and Bronwyn Solyom, Textiles of the 
Indonesian Archipelago, Asian Studies at Hawaii 
10, University Press of Hawaii, Honolulu, 1973. 
51 pages text, 32 plates, 60 catalogue entries. 

This volume is a record of an exhibition held 
at the Honolulu Academy of Arts, January 15 - 
April 15, 1973. The majority of the textiles shown 
were loans from Honolulu private collections. The 
selection excludes Java and includes Portugese 
Timor, Sarawak and Sabah. Each of the 60 pieces 
is described and all but 18 are illustrated, many in 
color. 

Gift of Arthur D. Jenkins to the Textile Mu- 
seum Library. 

—ANN PoLtarpD ROWE 
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